MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 


danger of complete loss of roosting habitat for harriers. 

An initiative by the public towards conservation of 
roost-sites of migrant harriers ts the need of the hour. The 
RCE, by declaring the roost patch as a protected area, should 
set an example for the private sector. 

Long-term monitoring of roosting populations of 
harriers can prove to be the best indicator of the changes in 
our environment. 
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The Khasi Hills Swift Apus acuticauda (Jerdon 1864) is 
a poorly known vulnerable species from Meghalaya and 
Mizoram in north-east India, as well as from Bhutan and 
Thailand (Inskipp ef al. 1999; Brooke 1969; Kazmierezak pers. 
comm.). The known distribution of the species is shown in 
Fig. I 

Very little information is available on the distribution, 
ecology and behaviour of this enigmatic species. Baker (1927) 
collected and observed this species in Cherrapunjee, 
Meghalaya (erstwhile Assam), and described its taxonomy 
and breeding in detail. Brooke (1969) dealt with the taxonomy 
and distribution of this species. There have been recent 
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observations on tts distribution (Inskipp et a/. 1999; BirdLife 
International 2001, Ahmed e¢ al. 2001, 2002; Kazmierczak pers. 
comm.). 

The Khonoma Nature Conservation and Tragopan 
Sanctuary (KNCTS) (25° 39' 32" N, 94° 02' 01" E, 1900-2750 m 
above msl), a 25 sq. km primary and secondary, temperate 
broadleaf and subtropical evergreen forest, is located 16 km 
south of Kohima city, bordering Manipur to the south. The 
average annual rainfall is above 2000 mm. While the maximum 
temperature reaches 30° C in summer (May-July) tt drops 
below zero in winter (December- January), particularly at 
2,500 m above msl. 
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Fig. 1: Distribution of Apus acuticauda 
1. Nepal; 2. Type locality: Bhutan; 3. Samdrup Zongkhar, 
4. Cherrapunjee, 5. Blue Mountain and Tlungvel, India; 
6. Khonoma, Thailand; Chang Mai Province 


The KNCTS includes part of the Dzuku valley in 
Nagaland through which Dzüpfü river, a tributary of Barak, 
flows down cutting deep gorges and cliffs in the narrow valley, 
providing a suitable habitat for the Khasi Hills Swift. The 
subtropical and temperate broadleaf forest in the Sanctuary 
is a suitable habitat for Blyth’s Tragopan Tragopan blythii. 
The call of the Tragopan was not uncommon in the KNCTS 
during our visit. 

On April 10, 2003, during a visit to the KNCTS, a 
community initiated conservation area in southern Nagaland 
(Fig. 1, location 5) we observed a breeding colony of the 
Khasi Hills Swift. At the Sanctuary Falls (25° 36'N, 94° 1'E, 
2470 m above msl), on the border of Nagaland and Manipur, a 
series of tall cliffs with crevices, provide a suitable habitat for 
this threatened bird. We observed 8-10 individuals along with 
about 20-25 Pacific Swift A. pacificus. The Khasi Hills Swifts 
were flying within 150 m from the cliff. During our 45 minutes 





of observation we saw them collecting wind blown moss, 
probably for nesting. 

Though we did not see any breeding behaviour of the 
Khasi Hills Swift other than that flying close to each other, 
and collecting probable nesting material, we were convinced 
that they were in breeding. MFA has observed the breeding 
behaviour of this species in Cherrapunjee for a considerable 
time from 2001 to 2003 (Ahmed et a/. 2001, 2002). The Khasi 
Hills Swift A. acuticauda is thus reported for the first time 
from the states of Nagaland and Manipur in north-east India. 
Khonoma is 235 km east of Cherrapunjee (25° 17.016' N, 
91° 44.114' E), and 248 km north-east of Aizawl (23° 45'N, 
92° 43' E), the two nearest known localities where the species 
was reported previously. 

According to the locals, there may be other such Khasi 
Hills Swift breeding colonies in the gorges and cliffs of the 
river Dziipfti, which originates from the Dzuku Valley, and 
flows into the Barak river. 

The Angami Tribe of southern Nagaland has 
traditionally been conserving forests, even within their hill 
slope terrace cultivation. In 1989, the village council agreed to 
protect the forest of the Khonoma watershed, an important 
source of water for the village and its wet paddy cultivation. 
They constituted an independent body called the KNCTS 
Trust for the management of the Sanctuary. Khonoma is a 
traditional village and has banned hunting within the village 
boundary. 
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